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were present: thei saide it was not convenient that prelatis of
ther order schuld be preferred to the governauns of an-othir
ordre, specialy wher wommen were. Thus frustrat of his pur-
pos, he took his leve, and, be the comaundment of the Pope and
counsel of the prelates there present, he was mad maystir and
principall ovyr that congregacion whech he had begunne.
20     MONASTIC QUARRELS
Medieval disciplinarians constantly refer to the temptations to bad
blood among these cloistered communities, both male and female; cf.
Piers Plowman^ c. vn. 128 if., though the author is there more tender to
the male religious than many official disciplinarians are. Fights and
bloodshed are not infrequently recorded, but seldom anything so grave as
the following incident, which was aggravated by the folly of a Norman
abbot who wished to impose new-fangled methods of psalmody upon
his Saxon subjects. One account may be found in The Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle, R. S-, vol. II. p. 184.; that here printed is from Trevisa's Higden,
vol. vii. p. 299. A milder affair is recorded in W. H. Bliss's Calendar of
Papal LetterS) II. p. 213 (1321 A.D.).
This yere [1081] was a corsed stryf bytwene the monkes
of Glastyngbury and the unthryvynge1 abbot Thurstan, that
kyng William hadde i-brought thider out of the abbay of
Cadoni [Caen], and made hym abbot of Glastingbury, that
cowthe non manere witte of redynes2. Among his other lewed-
nes and folie he despised Gregori his song and offys8, and bigan
to compelle the monkes for to use the song of oon4 William
monk of [Fescamp].... He wasted and spend the cherche
good and catel8 in leccherie, and chalengede cruelliche the
ordre and service of the monkes, and with drough6 therwith
there mete and drynke; thereof come chidynge and strif of
wordes and discord of wittes and of thowghtes, ffor Lucanus
seith, w Fastynge folk conneth* nought drede." Thanne after
chidynge and stryf men took wepone. And the abbot, with his
men of armes, fel i-armed on the monkes, slowgh tweyne at
the highe awter8 and woundede eyghtene, and schot arewes to
ymages and schrynes of the cherche. The monkes, as they
were i-dreve* to by nede, defended them self as wel as they
1 ignominious.         2 knew no kind of prudence.         * service,                                                                                                                                                                                       4 one.
* chattels.       * withdrew.       * know.      8 altar.       9 impelled.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